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A Team Approach


Ophthalmologists:  Obtain a precise medical diagnosis



Albinism



Optic nerve hypoplasia



Optic nerve atrophy



Retinopathy of Prematurity


Developmental Optometrists

Consider the use of yoked prisms or rigid contact lenses to reduce nystagmus

Obtain a home program of vision therapy to develop compensatory vision skills


Low Vision Specialists

Prescribe specialized low vision aids for reading, writing, distance viewing



Recommend assistive technology

Determine Student’s Strengths and Weaknesses 

Functional Vision Assessment



What is the furthest distance the student can see clearly?

What size and style of print is most easily seen by the student?

Does the student have any loss of central or peripheral vision?

What colors are most easily seen?

What lighting condition is best for the student?

How bold should the images be for the student to identify the text?

Does the student have tracking problems?

Is the student able to coordinate both eyes together as a team?

Does the student have strong visual processing skills?

Accommodations and Treatments 
Blurred Distance Sight

· Bioptic telescopic spectacles

· Position student in the front portion of the classroom

· Use bold architecture chalk or bold dry erase markers

· Assistive technology

Blurred Reading Sight

· Low vision reading glasses

· Stand magnifiers

· Large print text

· Assistive technology

· Low vision optical aids

· Large print text

· Assistive technology

Peripheral Vision Blind Spot

· Present materials in the appropriate visual field

· Consider rotating paper to maximize eye movement skills

· Orientation and mobility

Poor Fixation/Words Jump and Move on Page

· Large print

· Modify spacing of words and lines

· Low vision aids

· Assistive technology

· Vision therapy

Poor Tracking Skills

· Vision therapy

· Allow student to use his or her finger when reading

· Large print text

· Assistive technology

Poor Eye Teaming Skills/ Double Vision

· Prismatic spectacles

· Vision therapy 

· Eye muscle surgery

· Patching of one eye

Color Vision Problems

· Utilize the appropriate colors for student to see

Glare Sensitivity

· Filters

· Colored paper

· Assistive technology

· Position student such that back faces windows and doors

· Chalkboards versus dry erase boards

Reduced Visual Processing Skills


Visual Discrimination


Visual Memory


Visual Figure Ground 


Visual Spatial Perception


Visual Motor Skills


Visual Sequencing Skills

Auditory Processing Skills

