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Who Can Benefit From Assistive Technology? 
· Any student who has difficulty reading print from the chalkboard or at his/her desk

· Students who become tired when reading

· Students who utilize computers to access information

How to Choose the Best Technology 
· Must understand what are the student’s strengths and weaknesses

· Is student a visual or auditory learner

· Macintosh versus PC

· Does student have tracking eye movement problems

Video Magnification Reading Systems 
Previously known as Closed Circuit Televisions, these machines consist of a camera and a television or computer monitor.  The reading materials are magnified and presented on the screen. There are many features to consider before purchasing a system for the student.

· What is the amount of magnification the student needs

· What is the student’s best field of vision

· Does the student have tracking problem?

· Optelec 

· Humanware/Pulse Data  Easy Reader

· Enhanced Vision Systems Merlin

· Telesensory

· Prisma

· Quick Look Hand Held Portable Reader

Distance Video Magnification Systems

Consist of a small camera, which displays the chalkboard onto a computer screen at the student’s desk.  Capable of focusing on books and other reading materials.  Very helpful for classroom activities.

· Enhanced Vision Systems Flipper

· Clarity Classmate

Computers

PC Computers

· Windows XP Accessibility Wizard

· Larger computer screen; 19 inch LCD Flat Panel Monitor

· Zoom Text 8.1 software magnification program (Ai Squared)

· MAGic (Freedom Scientific)

· Big Shot Magnifier (Freedom Scientific) 

· JAWS screen reading program

Macintosh

· OSX has built in contrast and magnification 

· Tiger OS has screen reading features as well as built in magnification features

Scanning Software 
Allows students to scan books, handouts, and other text into their computer and the computer will read the text aloud while also display the text in large print format.  This can be very helpful for students with nystagmus.

· Open Book (Freedom Scientific)

· Kurzweil 3000 (Kurzweil) (available for PC and Mac)

· Over the Counter Scan and Read Software

· Omni Page

· Text Bridge

Note Taking Devices 

· Digital recorders recording on MP3 files

· Alphasmart word processors

· Notebook computers

· PAC Mate personal computer

· Type and Speak

Books on Tape / CD and E Books

· Library of Congress /Braille Institute 

· Recordings for the Blind and Dyslexic

